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years building and designing energy-efficient 
houses that run on solar power. 

This year, the Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology team defeated more than a dozen 
other teams with their design the SURE 
HOUSE. Thirty students from multiple dis-
ciplines competed against teams from five dif-
ferent countries over the course of ten days in 
ten separate competitions to judge the houses’ 
performance, livability, and affordability. This 
year the teams also had to prove that their 
house could power a hybrid, non-electric vehi-
cle. 

The SURE HOUSE is a solar powered 
home that is also able to withstand Hurricane- 
force winds and flooding. Inspired by the dev-
astating effects of Hurricane Sandy it is meant 
to act as a new housing prototype for shore 
communities. The SURE HOUSE was ranked 
highest in several categories and uses almost 
90 percent less energy than conventional 
homes. It can also provide emergency power 
to surrounding neighborhoods after a storm. 
The building will be taken back to New Jersey 
to act as an emergency management and 
coastal resiliency center along the Jersey 
shore. 

I am confident that Stevens Institute of 
Technology’s outstanding performance will 
change the future of home building, particu-
larly in vulnerable shore communities, and I 
congratulate their team on this impressive 
achievement. 
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RECOGNIZING ANDREA VOIGHT OF 
ST. CLOUD 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to thank Andrea ‘‘Andy’’ Voight for 
her dedicated service as a nurse in the St. 
Cloud Community. 

For Andrea, nursing was much more than a 
job; it was a family tradition and way of life. 
Along with her two sisters, Andrea followed in 
her mother Rita’s footsteps to pursue the 
noble career of nursing. 

After graduating from the Miller Hospital Vo-
cational School of Practical Nursing in St. 
Paul, she returned to St. Cloud to officially 
begin her career at St. Cloud Hospital where 
she remained for an impressive 26 years. An-
drea says what kept her working for so long 
was the connections that she is able to make 
with people. 

Andrea embodied what it truly means to 
care for others, as she says that she ‘‘truly ap-
preciated watching her surgical patients make 
it to discharge.’’ 

Forty-six years and five children later, An-
drea made the decision to retire. When asked 
what she hopes to pursue next, Andrea says 
that she would like to travel and spend more 
time attending her grandchildren’s events. 

Andrea, our community is so thankful for all 
that you have done, and I wish you a happy 
and peaceful retirement with your family. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,670,014,021,513.75. We’ve 
added $8,043,136,972,600.67 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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RECOGNIZING ANNA WRIGHT 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Anna M. Wright. Anna has been 
a longtime champion of our veterans in our 
community. She was instrumental in the foun-
dation of the Delaware County Veterans Me-
morial in Newtown Square, Pennsylvania and 
her support was key to making this tribute to 
our veterans possible. Mr. Speaker, Anna is 
being honored this evening with the Presi-
dent’s Award at the Delaware County Vet-
erans Memorial Association Annual Dinner. It’s 
a fitting tribute to Anna and a well-deserved 
honor for all she’s done to express our grati-
tude to our veterans. 
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TRANSGENDER DAY OF 
REMEMBRANCE 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, No-
vember 20th is Transgender Remembrance 
Day. However, every day we must recognize 
that transgender men and women are being 
unjustly discriminated against, bullied, ostra-
cized and even killed because of their sexual 
identity. 

On this day, we remember those who were 
senselessly murdered, those who are targets 
because they are different and those who end 
up homeless when family abandon them. 

Transgender men and women wake up 
each morning being targets of bigotry and 
hate. So far in 2015, about 29 transgender 
men and women, primarily in their early 20s, 
have been murdered. Many more take their 
own lives because they simply cannot see life 
getting better or easier. 

Organizations like ‘‘Project Trans at the 
Center’’ in San Diego offer a safe environment 
to be themselves; they offer resources to help 
with life situations. It’s up to Congress to offer 
protection from discrimination as a basic 
human right. 

Imagine a world where you wake up every 
day with the challenge of existing; where it 
seems the world is against you no matter what 
you do. 

This is their world. Every day. Together we 
can make a difference and work toward end-
ing discrimination. 

Today, let’s unify and work together to fix 
the inequality among transgender persons. 

But tomorrow—let us not forget the strug-
gles they face and the support they need to 
live freely in a world that is so full of intoler-
ance. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE PROTECT 
OUR STUDENTS AND TAXPAYERS 
(POST) ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Protect Our Students and Tax-
payers (POST) Act, a bipartisan bill I intro-
duced earlier today with my colleague Con-
gressman WALTER JONES. 

If enacted, it would take steps towards elimi-
nating an incentive for for-profit colleges to ag-
gressively recruit and enroll veterans, service 
members and their families, who have sac-
rificed for this country and deserve the highest 
quality of education. 

Current law prohibits for-profit colleges and 
universities from deriving more than 90 per-
cent of their revenue from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s federal student aid pro-
grams. The other 10 percent is required to 
come from sources other than the federal gov-
ernment. However, because of the way the 
law was written, veterans’ and active duty 
service members’ federal student aid does not 
count towards the 90 percent. Instead, it may 
be included among a for-profit institution’s cal-
culation of its 10 percent non-federal revenue. 

As a result, for-profit colleges and univer-
sities are left with a powerful incentive to re-
cruit veterans, service members and their fam-
ilies, offering them degrees that are often less 
valuable than those from not-for-profit institu-
tions. 

The POST Act would strengthen the defini-
tion of ‘‘federal aid’’ to include G.I. bill funds, 
Department of Defense Tuition Assistance 
benefits, and all other federal funding sources. 

Furthermore, the POST Act would reinstate 
a 15 percent minimum on revenue that for- 
profit colleges must receive from sources 
other than the federal government. The re-
quirement was lowered from 15 percent to 10 
percent in 1998. 

The bill also takes steps towards eliminating 
accounting tricks used by for-profit educational 
institutions that inflate their declared amount of 
non-federal funding. 

Finally, the POST Act increases the penalty 
for rule-breakers by causing colleges to lose 
eligibility to participate in federal student aid 
programs after one year of noncompliance 
with the new 85–15 rule. Currently, they do 
not face penalties until they have been non-
compliant for two years. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill, and 
help get it passed. 
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